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ABSTRACT : This study was conducted to evaluate the performance of different methods of maize
harvesting and threshing i.e. manual harvesting and threshing with conventional maize thresher (T

1
), manual

harvesting and threshing with maize dehusker-cum thresher (T
2
) and harvesting, threshing and cleaning

using self propelled maize combine harvester (T
3
) in district Hoshiarpur of Punjab. Threshing efficiency of

conventional thresher, maize dehusker-cum-sheller and self propelled maize combine harvester was in the
range of 97-99%, 97-98% and 95-97%, respectively. The total grain losses were highest (2-4%) for harvesting
of maize with combine harvester and least (0.5-1.5%) for conventional maize thresher. The net cost of
harvesting per hectare was highest (Rs. 9000/-) in T

3
and lowest (Rs. 2650/-) in T

1
. The total income from

the maize residue per hectare was highest (Rs. 5250/-) in T
1
 as compared to T

2
(Rs. 3750/-) and T

3
 but there

was saving of 100-140 man-h/ha as labour requirement for de-husking of the crop in T
2
 and T

3
. The maize

residue left in T
3
 can be incorporated into the soil with rotavator operation which helps in improvement of

soil health.
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